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Delivering cohesive content to promote development of 
critical thinking ability is a challenge many DNP programs 
encounter. Development of courses and content in singularity 
often leads to content redundancy and inadvertent omissions. 
There is a missed opportunity for faculty to work together to 
leaf concepts between courses. DNP students also face 
challenges in their learning, including struggling to make 
connections between content and practice. Learners with a 
limited or weak self-confidence lack the ability to trust their 
own judgement and feel good about their clinical decisions. 
Case based learning has been shown to increase a student’s 
critical thinking ability. To increase student understanding of 
content and promote a higher level of cognition, an innovative 
teaching strategy was developed challenging students to 
apply their new clinical knowledge between courses.

The purpose of this project is to share this teaching strategy 
which can be used to promote cross course collaboration and 
help students apply learned knowledge to real world clinical 
situations. Courses within DNP programs should be cohesive 
and promote leafing of content, to strengthen student 
understanding of material and increase student confidence 
in the classroom and in clinical practice.

DNP Faculty members worked to align content and the timeline of delivery 
between Advanced Health Assessment & Advanced Pharmacology courses. Faculty 
members across populations worked to identify areas of content that were most 
problematic for students and shared case studies were then developed to address 
these systems. Students were introduced to a population appropriate case study in 
Advanced Health Assessment and completed it in Advanced Pharmacology. Teacher 
to learner, learner to learner, learner to content interactions were utilized. 

Key learning outcomes included ability to:
§ Construct accurate, succinct documentation
§ Formulate differential diagnoses
§ Verbally present the case to course faculty
§ Create a treatment plan including pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic 

treatments, education, anticipatory guidance and follow up care specific to the 
patient/family system within the case study

Cross Course Collaborative Case studies are an innovative teaching 
strategy that can be using for improving student ability to apply 
knowledge, strengthen understanding of material and increase student 
confidence in the classroom and in clinical practice.

Cross Course Collaborative Case Studies demonstrated increased student 
engagement, evidence of developing confidence assessing and planning 
care for a patient, and improved ability to apply knowledge from a 
faculty perspective. Student satisfaction was voiced and evidenced 
through the campus course evaluation process.
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