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Learning Objectives

! By the end of this presentation, participants will be able to:

! Identify one strategy to promote early engagement of the DNP student in the 
health policy process

! State two pedagogical approaches used to assist the DNP student with 
integration of clinical, economic, and political knowledge with legislative 
process to analyze health policy agendas

! Identify the purpose, aim, and importance of advocacy for four current, clinical 
issues presented in student policy briefs.



Health Care Policy, Economics and the Law in Clinical Practice

! Course Overview

! Setting the stage for 
engagement

! Tools for success



Engaged Pedagogy

! Active Learning Strategies

! Discussion Boards with Peer Review

! Focusing on a new way of writing

! Context-based Learning

! Experiential learning

! Taking clinical expertise to the next 
level



Teaching and 
Assessing 
Communication

! Health Policy Brief

! Policy Analysis
! Issue letter
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Fall Prevention 
in Michigan
! Writing a Policy Brief:

! Other health policy 
briefs

! What are other states 
doing?

! www.ncsl.org
National Conference 
of State Legislatures

! Data sources:
! CDC, WHO, MDHHS, 

U.S. Census Bureau

! CINAHL/Pubmed

http://www.ncsl.org/


Fall Prevention 
in Michigan 

cont.

! Knowledge generated:

! Legislatures want to know what we know

! Increased familiarity with government 
websites

! The need for updated information and 
education on state websites for constituents

! Recognizing gaps and where we can make 
a difference
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Full Practice Authority for Nurse 
Practitioners in Michigan

! Shortage of Primary Care Providers (PCPs) in Michigan

! Nurse Practitioners (NPs) are uniquely qualified to fill in the gap 

! Legislative changes regarding NP scope of practice are happening in many 

states throughout the U.S. 

! The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) Model Nursing Practice 

Act calls for NPs to be recognized with full practice authority in all 50 states



Public Act 499 of 2016

! Defined “Advanced practice Registered Nurse” for the first time

! Allows for NPs to go on hospital rounds , long term care facilities, prescribe physical 

therapy without oversight and prescribe non-scheduled drugs autonomously

! Does not eliminate the need for a collaborative agreement with a non-nursing 

healthcare provider in order to practice

! Recommendation: End restrictions on NP practice in order to expand healthcare 

access for Michigan residents and reduce healthcare costs by eliminating the cost 

of physician oversight
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The Solution: Policy /Advocacy
Change Policy –Change the World

! Government
(1) Insulin Access for All (Congressman 

Rush)H.R..366
(1) Start a conversation
(2) Does not have sustainability power to impact 

the nation 
(1) Financial challenges

(2) Des not regulate insulin manufactures

(2)Reduce Insulin Prices: (Congressman Roberts) 
HB19-1216

Support accountability

Does not fix the problem 100%

Only for state of Colorado

! DNP Nurses
! Function in DNP Essential II,III,V,VI,VIII
! Advocate

! Representatives/Senators
! Education

! Stay current with research and policy 
initiatives 

! Professional Organization 
! Be active with to lead change 

! Lead groups: letter writing /committees

! Dissemination 



DNP Moving Forward

DNP Nurses

! Change Policy                                Change the World

! Impact the world by linking research and clinical application to develop 
policy initiatives that will improve the world health care

! DNP nurses together: 

Working together as 1 collective voice to lead change
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Ovarian Cancer Awareness & Patient Advocacy:
Research & Literature Review

Issue/Significance/Background 

! This year approximately 22,000 women 
in the United States will be diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer and more than 
14,000 women will die. 

! An early detection test along with 
clear guidelines on screening must be 
developed and enforced to save 
lives. 

(OCRFA, 2015)

Current Policy/Law/Recommendations

! Michigan House Bill 5038 (2017) 
proposed requirements based on the US 
Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF), 
Grade B recommendations directed 
towards health care providers.  

! USPSTF recommends against screening 
for ovarian cancer in the general 
population. 

! Healthcare policy is lacking at the 
Federal, State and health system level.



What’s Next & Policy Recommendations:
Addressing the Issues

! Primary care providers unfamiliar with current guidelines and lack effective tools 
to screen,  identify, and track symptomatic patients for prompt referral 

! Women are often diagnosed at advanced stages with poorer outcomes and 
increased mortality rates

! Lack of communication between care team providers
! Patient-centered care is not provided consistently
! Nursing role in patient-centered care is limited in ambulatory care settings

! Nurses lack autonomy
! Lack of Nurse Advocacy Programs and Policies

! Access to genetic counseling, testing, and care is limited and untimely (OCRA, 2019)

Issues identified at the Healthcare System Level



Nurses can 
transform 

healthcare 
initiatives

! Advocate and improve healthcare policy at the 
Federal, State and healthcare system levels 

! Advocate for increased research funding to 
develop safe and effective screening tools

! Educate providers on current evidence-based 
guidelines and improve the patient-centered care 
approach 

! Improve nursing collaboration and communication 
with other healthcare providers/patients

! Appropriately assess family history, screening, and 
provide timely genetic counseling/testing, and 
care management

! Collaborate with community partners to obtain 
resources to help patients afford cancer 
treatments, obtain respite care and transportation, 
and to offset other financial burdens



Noel Koller



Cheryl Larry-Osman



Jeanette Tanafranca



Questions


